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MAIN CAUSES

1. - policy of building up

strong military forces to prepare for Al e _ _L_| e __: =

war Militarism Alliances

2. - agreements between Moo

nations to aid and protect one another WWI:

3. - policy by which one

country takes control of another

country imperialism Natlona‘llsm
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4. - pride in or devotion to 4 z

one’s county . ll"‘.




ENGLAND

own 70% of shipping

“Splendid isolation”-
hesitant to enter alliances

small professional army

parliamentary system




FRANCE

was a Revolutionary power
but declined in 19th
Century

1870-71 defeated by
German states

Yearn for revenge against
Germany

Parliamentary system




GERMANY

Late industrialization
Germany expanding borders

Germany built up their navy (upset
Britain)

Germany took France’s Alsace-
Lorraine 1870’s

New authoritarian leader in Germany,
William Il “Czar Bill” does what we
wants

Germany wanted to be the 20th
Century“Hegemon!” or leading power
In empire (land) and industry

Problems with National identity

Empire..No Democracy




AUSTRIA-
HUNGARY

Many Nationalists- (a
person wanting
iIndependence)

Royal Family, the
Hapsburgs, holds empire
together
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RUSSIA

“Slumbering Giant”

starts to industrialize but
can't get going

Copyright Euratlas




Northern very industrial

Southern stays agricultural

Aspirations limited

Monarchy/Parliamentary
system

Copyric




1ST CAUSE
OF WW|

Franco-Prussian War

France was defeated In
1870-1871 by Germasn
states

France paia b billion to
Gernarny

Cermany took Alsace-
Lorraine

France vowed to get it
back
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POWER VACUUM
IN THE BALKANS

- Countries in the Balkans seek
revolutions and independence.

- Larger countries scramble to claim land
& power

- Austria-Hungary does not want Slavic
countries to gain independence

- Serbia wants to create a Slavic empire
“Yugoslavia”

- 1908 Austria-Hungary annexes Bosnia
& Herzegovina

- Serbia gains independence & :
supported by Russia 1 P
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THE SPARK THAT
IGNITED WAR

June 1914 Austro-Hungarian heir to the throne, Archduke Franz
Ferdinand, visited Bosnian Captiol (Sarajevo)

Serbian nationalist, Garvrilo Princip, shot Ferdinand & his wife to
death




GERMAN
ASSUMPTIONS

e HOTHERE, |
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1. France & Russia illyrievizi-get together ILL- '- \L_If)"@ﬁ".ff@iﬁ'Rl'LL-’,d =
France likes ‘evolutions & Russia hates / (F YOUMAKE <1 | Vs
revolutions | A MOVE ILL-

\\

2. England ¢/fugeia can’t get together
Russiawanted Britisivcontrelled Swiss Canal

Russia moving towerthRersia (Britain had
colonies in Persia)

3. France & Britain,gan’t get together
Colonial rivals in Africa
always\iin'war or close to war
4. Britain can be forced into alliance with Germany

closely tied

German Emperor relatéd te/Queen Victoria



AUSTRIA'S HEIR IS DEAD

War?
Austria wants war with Serbia
Worried about countries getting involved
Wanted support from Germany

Germany gave Austria a “black check” - in other words, gave
Austria responsibility to make a decision for war

This ‘blank cheque’ became the main determining
factor in Austro-Hungarian policy throughout July.
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1914

June 28,- Assassination of Franz Ferdinand

July 23,- Austrians give ultimatum to Serbia. (Serbia wants to investigate
assassination with access to gov't documents. Serbia disagrees)

July 28- Austria declares war on Serbia

July 30- Russians mobilize (which shows war)
July 31- Germans moblize

Aug 1- Germany declares war on Russia

Aug 4- Schlieffen Plan- Germany tried to quickly trap French army in
France to scare Britain from joining the war. Germany marched though
Belgium but eventually didn’t have enough strength. Britain supports

Belgium and declares war on Germany (b/c Germany mobilized into
Belgium)




Triple Entente aka “Allies”

Britain

France

Russia
Italy

Norway
Sweden

Denmark

United
Kingdom
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Italy
joined 1915

Spain
Portugal
|:|Tri|'.~lt;' Entente
|:| Central Powers
| Neutral Algeria Tunisia




TRENCH WARFARE




TRENCHES

WWI was fought mostly Iin ® _
trenches LeCTOEE N "t Belgium
England ® Lo Kiin
: t. Omer BRUSSELS —"™° T
Western Front=479 miles of , Am " a8 Rhine
trenches & o | Combrl L .
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would have taken a century but
pushed for advancement due to
total war:
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SOCIAL

- Higher casualties=upward
mobility to higher ranks

- Government finances
war=bigger government
(which will lead to
totalitarianism/dictatorship)

- Nationalism influenced
soclety- people give to supp
their country

- Less class distinction

- Working Class becomes
mainstream society




Tactics: digging trenches in the ground for
protection. Usually surrounded by barbed wire. The

area between enemy trenches was "No Man’s
Land”
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The first thing a new recruit would notice on the way to the frontline was the
smell; rotting bodies in shallow graves, men who hadn’'t washed in weeks
because there were no facilities, overflowing cess pits, creosol or chloride of lime
used to stave off the constant threat of disease and infection. Cordite, the
lingering odor of poison gas, rotting sandbags, stagnant mud, cigarette smoke
and cooking food. Although overwhelming to a new recruit, they soon got used to
the smell and eventually became part of the smell with their own body,
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Rats & Lice

Rats were a constant companion in the
trenches in their millions they were
everywhere, gorging themselves on human
remains (grotesquely disfiguring them by
eating their eyes and liver) they could grow to
the size of a cat.

Lice were a constant problem for the men
breeding in dirty clothing they were impossible
to get rid of even when clothes were washed
and deloused there would be eggs that would
escape the treatment in the seams of the
clothes. Lice caused Trench Fever, a
particularly painful disease that began
suddenly with severe pain followed by high
fever. Recovery- away from the trenches- took
up to 12 weeks. It was not discovered that lice
was the cause of trench fever until 1918




TRENCH
FOOT

The cold, wet and unsanitary
conditions were also to
cause “Trench Foot”
amongst the soldiers, a
fungal infection, which could
turn gangrenous and result
In amputation. Trench Foot
was more of a problem at
the start of trench warfare;
as conditions improved in
1915, it rapidly faded,
although a trickle of cases
continued throughout the
war

Lack of medical attention




BATTLE OF
VERDUN
FEB-DEC 1916

Verdun- a medieval French city

Germany wanted to pick a city
France wouldn't give up & hoped
France would pull out of the war due
to bloodshed

One of longest battles with most
soldiers on small plot of land (less
than 6 square miles)

Total casualties are close to 1.25
million

Skeletons still surface today adding
to the total




PASSCHENDAELE 1917

Due to thick mud, soldiers could not run and were exposed to gunfire

35,000 Allied troops disappeared either from blown up or drowned in the mud

British lost 275,000 & Germans lost 220,000

One of the most costly single battle




UNITED STATES ENTERS THE WAR

SMSNTHE YEAR
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WILSON SIGNS RESOLUTION
AT1:13 0°CLOCK TODAY

Four Mmsounn Representanives Vore

“No" When House Passes Act
73 w0 S50--<Firt War Measures
Total $164,000,000-—Conscrptron

Plans Call for 2,000.000 Men.

MR E S
LB )

WANMNIN

i cdllng tor VD DN MR by e

s TN J oL e proersl ey
cmal MNTenda e
ond WA DT Lo »

CAwws wg e Vil war ety

" P 5 “~4 '.O.‘.‘

& Crwmm e

WASMN

s simgrna

Moty bt v Prosdeomt Wiiew g
14 % potd andatbom pormd v e e wad wvgm ¢

CFTRET R L,



U.S. SAILING
FOR WAR

United Kingdom (Red) v-
U.S. wanted to stay neutral
1914 Naval

British Blockade- Britain’s navy Blockade of
Germany

tried to block supply ships to
Germany & Austria

Germany could not counter
blockade but did have submarines!

British can still trade with other
countries but Churchill orders
merchant ships to be armed

Germany tried to avoid U.S.
merchant ships



SINKING OF THE LUSITANIA

1915- A ship called the Lusitania carrying cargo for Britain was off the coast
of Ireland when it was torpedoed by a Germany U-boat

It sank In 20 mins killing approx. 1,200 people, including 128 Americans

Later, it was discovered the boat was carrying war ammunition for Britain.

Clye New York Times. EXTRA

Germany eventuall LUSITANIA SUNK BY A SUBMARINE, PROBABLY 1,260 DEAD;
) y y TWICE TORPEDOED OFF IRISH COAST; SINKS IN 15 MINUTES;
apo|0g|zed for the attack CAPT. TURNER SAVED, FROHMAN AND VANDERBILT MISSING;

WASHINGTON BELIEVES THAT A GRAVE CRISIS IS AT HAND

Another Italian boat carrying
25 Americans was also suniqs
by a German boat



$§ OF SERVICE DESIRED
Fast Day Message )
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Day Letter

ZIMMERMAN 2=

te the class % servide ired ;
THERWISE THE TELEGRAM
ILL BE TRANSMITTED AS A

FAST DAY MESSAGE.

nd the following telegram, subject to the terms

. y L LL A ‘/}’r;f,
M R C H 1 1 9 1 7 on back hcr.cuf, which are hereby agreed to ! L vi a Ga lve s t’(;p : 72r/
A y p

o~ ¢ 47 9 ‘gf‘
GERMAN LEGATICN \ JAN &
MEXICO CITY

13042 13401 8501 115 3528 416 17214 6491 11310

Z|mmerman Telegram_ 47 18222  2156( 10247 11518 23877 13805 3494 14936
_ ¢ 5005 11311 10392 10371 0302 21200 5161 39605
|ntercepted 571 17504 11289 182768 18101 0317 0228 17694 4473
. . 84 22200 19452 21589 87893 5569 13918 8958 12137
COmmunICathn fI’Om 3% 4725 4458 5905 17166 = 13851 4458 17149 14471 6%
. 8929 14991 7382 15857 67893 14218 36477
Germany proposing an b ni e so sec R i o T
. . - - 1 7446 23638 18222 €719 14373 15021 23845
alliance with Mexico in

_I: th S ' 18140 2226C 590! 13347 = 20420 39689 13732 20667
case of war with U.S. . e i e
H ! 14814

20

22049 13339 11265 22295
1178 6992 8784 'y 7357 8926 02262 112

4 S G34¢ 055¢ 2 ! 15874 18502 18500 15857
PreSIdent WOOdrOW 8 5378 7381 98092 216127 13486 9350 9220 76038 142
. . “ <8351 11354% 17142 11264 7687 7782 15099 91
Wilson proposed arming
ships to Congress the

next day
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BERPNSTORFF .




1917
U.S. Is involved in WWI for 200 days
49,000 killed of wounds
57,000 died of disease
100,000 total




